
Good morning. Thank you all for being and taking the time to review this bill. My name is 

Johanna DeBari and I am the Director of the Office of Survivor Advocacy and Community 

Education at Wesleyan University. I am also a survivor. I live in Andover and am a constituent 

of Representative Robin Green and Senator Steve Cassano. The bills related to sexual assault on 

college campuses that we are talking about today are deeply important to me. Sexual assault is a 

national epidemic that has impacted my life and the lives of students I work with in Connecticut 

and around the country. This epidemic impacts a higher percentage of our population than 

anywhere else. And I bear witness to that impact every day with the students I work with.  

 

As an on-campus survivor advocate, I hear stories from students all of the time about the barriers 

to reporting and taking steps towards healing. Undergoing a formal Title IX process can feel 

daunting, so other ways of sharing one’s experience with the university can feel empowering. 

Sharing narratives of sexual violence takes a lot of emotional energy, and presenting more 

options for survivors to do so is critical. As a survivor myself, I was lucky to have a support 

network who honored and supported my experience, even without reporting it to my university. I 

wish that I had had an opportunity to participate in something like a campus climate survey, to be 

able to document privately my experience, to ensure my university had more information to 

address sexual violence on campus. These bills have the potential to change lives and support the 

work currently being done on some campuses, as well as enhance that work of others.   

 

A campus climate survey mandate would have better equipped my university and universities 

like it with the information and insights to better address sexual violence. I never reported my 

experience as a college student, and many others choose not to do the same for many reasons. 

The campus climate survey allows students to tell their story in a safe, confidential platform. 

These stories then go on to inform universities of the severity of the epidemic at hand, who it 

impacts, where, and more-- which better prepares them to make changes and improve policies. I 

have no doubt that the provisions in these bills will translate into more comprehensive and 

enlightened reform efforts. The first step in resolving an issue is to understand it. I know that that 

a campus climate survey and the insights it would acquire from students would allow universities 

to better understand the epidemic of sexual violence. 

 

SB-19 helps campuses respond to a real problem that has impacted my life and the lives of 

students I work with. With the Campus Climate Survey, survivors like myself will have a 

platform to express our experiences and stories. Additionally, through the campus climate 

survey, I know that universities will be able to collect information and data on sexual violence in 

order to create policy that prevents, addresses, and responds to sexual violence at their 

university. 

 

I know that these bills will improve students and survivors’ lives all across Connecticut. I know 

that when these bills pass, our state will be a leader in the country, paving the way to make 

campuses safer and more supportive places for all students. I hope you will join me in believing 

this. To the legislators here today, you have the power to improve campus safety for all students, 

please report this bill favorably out of committee. Thank you all for your time and thank you for 

hearing my story! 

 


